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4 Introduction:
Mapping Hispanism

Mabel Morafia

In the context of current debates on postcolonialism and multiculturalism, a
collective reflection on ideologies of hispanism seems to be in order. And yet,
this is a daunting task, given the ambiguities and complexities involved both
in the mere definition of the topic and in the demarcation of its theoretical and
epistemological boundaries. Indeed, the extension and transformation of cul-
tural and ideological practices associated with Hispanism suggest the impos-
sibility of confining the analysis to a specific period or modality. It indicates the
need to explore, from multidisciplinary and transnational perspectives, the vari-
ous ways in which Hispanism has functioned as a dominating political force, as
an interpretive and representational cultural model, and as an epistemological
paradigm, throughout the entire development of Spanish America’s and Spain’s
cultural histories.

At the same time, the topic points to the disciplinary level in which the dif-
ferent perspectives on Hispanism articulate. Within Spanish, Latin American,
and U.S. academies, disciplines constitute localizing spaces for the appropria-
tion, legitimization, and institutionalization of Hispanism, as well as sites from
which the global dissemination of knowledge related to this field is actually
implemented. A collective reflection on the ideologies of hispanism entails, then,



